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Hello and welcome to our Christmas Newsletter, with a
few jokes and quizzes to brighten up what’s been a
dreary year, but first there are 3 news items:

What with all those non-essential shops having to close
during lockdown, just think of the local businesses that
have been affected:

Bra manufacturers have gone bust.
A man who ate 6 litres of margarine remains in hospital 4
months after the incident. Doctors say they can’t believe he’s Paper suppliers to the Origami trade have folded.
Food Blender makers have gone into liquidation.
not better.
Suitcase manufacturers have packed their bags and gone.
Another man was attacked at the teddy bears picnic today.
Butchers have got the chop.
He’s improving but he’s not out of the woods yet.
Toilet paper manufacturers have gone down the pan.
I am pleased to announce that after three years hard work, I Brickies have gone to the wall.
have been awarded a first class degree in Salad Preparation. All employees at the local Hessian factory have been sacked
- even the local Boxing Club has had enough and thrown in
I now have lettuce after my name.
the towel.
Can you say where these 2 images are in Saffron Walden
Here’s something to get the old brain box working. Can
you tell what the following 7 words have in common:
1. Banana
5. Revive

2. Dresser
6.Uneven

3. Grammar 4. Potato
7. Assess

Answers overleaf.

Life under lockdown:

Answers overleaf.

And now some glorious insults from an era before the
English Language got boiled down to 4 letter words:
A member of Parliament to Disraeli: ‘Sir, you will either die
on the gallows or of some unspeakable disease’. ‘That depends Sir’ replied Disraeli, ‘whether I embrace your policies
or your mistress’.
‘I have never killed a man, but I have read many obituaries
with great pleasure’. Clarence Darrow.
‘He has no enemies, but is intensely disliked by his friends’.
Oscar Wilde.
‘I am enclosing 2 tickets to the first night of my new play;
bring a friend - if you have one’.
George Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill
‘Cannot possibly attend first night, will attend second - if
there is one’! Winston Churchill in response
‘His mother should have thrown him away and kept the
stork’. Mae West

Can you answer these
eight testing questions:

1. Johnny’s mother had 3
children, the first was named
April, the second was named May, what was the third child’s
Have you ever noticed that all the instruments searching name?
2. Before Mount Everest was discovered, what was the
for intelligent life . . .
highest mountain in the world?
3. What word in the English Language is always spelt
incorrectly?
4. In California, you cannot take a photograph of a man with
a wooden leg - why not?
5. What was the Prime Minister’s name in 1975?
6. If you were running a race and you passed the person in
second place, what place would you be in now?
7. If a farmer has 5 haystacks in one field and 4 haystacks in
another field, how many haystacks would he have if he
combined them all in another field?
8. There is a clerk at the butcher’s shop, he is five foot ten
inches tall and he wears size 13 shoes. What does he
weigh?
. . . are pointed away from Earth?

‘I’ve had a perfectly wonderful evening, but I’m afraid this
wasn’t it’. Groucho Marx

Answers overleaf..

Christmas Edition 2020

Saffron Walden

Answers:
The 2 photographs of places in Saffron Walden:
1. Bridge Street by Bridge End Gardens Entrance
2. Wall above ‘Well’ Chemist
What do those seven words all have in common?
No, it’s not that they all have at least 2 double letters. The
answer is if you take the first letter of each word, place it at
the end of the word and then spell the word backwards - it
will be the same word - clever isn’t it?
The 8 testing questions answers are as follows:
1. Johnny
2. Mount Everest, it was always there just waiting to be
discovered
3. Incorrectly
4. You can’t take a picture with a wooden leg, you need a
camera!
5. Boris Johnson, that was still his name back in 1975.
6. You passed the person in second place, therefore you
would now be second
7. One, the farmer has combined all his haystacks into one
big one.
8. Meat
Theatre & Travel
The Theatre and Travel Group would like to wish you all a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and hopes you are
all keeping well and that it will not be too long before we will
be able to resume our outings and shows. Unfortunately,
though, there appears little hope of anything before the
spring at least. We do, however, have hopes of holiday
breaks early summer - see below.
Two double rooms available, 3-night stay, Sandown Isle
of Wight in March. Holiday to Derbyshire: 4 nights £470
April 2021, single and twin rooms available.
Please contact Jean on 01799 513411 or
little361@btinternet.com

It’s a Dog’s Life!
I sent my husband out to buy our little dog a new coat, gave
him £20 and said he could buy some beer if there was any
change . . .

Here are some very clever anagrams. Who on Earth had
the time to think these up?
PRESBYTERIAN = BEST IN PRAYER
ASTRONOMER = MOON STARER
DESPERATION = A ROPE ENDS IT
THE EYES = THEY SEE
GEORGE BUSH = HE BUGS GORE
THE MORSE CODE = HERE COME DOTS
DORMITORY = DIRTY ROOM
SLOT MACHINES = CASH LOST IN ME
ANIMOSITY = IS NO AMITY
ELECTION RESULTS = LIES, LET'S RECOUNT
SNOOZE ALARMS = ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S
A DECIMAL POINT = I'M A DOT IN PLACE
THE EARTHQUAKES = THAT QUEER SHAKE
ELEVEN PLUS TWO = TWELVE PLUS ONE
And for the grand finale . .
MOTHER-IN-LAW = WOMAN HITLER

And finally, 2 Christmas poems from our
Writing for Pleasure Group:
Christmas Eve by Jean Pattenden
Today’s the day, tonight’s the night
Come On Santa, please be bright
‘n early, just for me
Bring me special goodies
Underneath the Xmas tree
A happy heart, contented mind
A way to leave my cares behind,
A purse that’s full, a cupboard too
Friends who call, I’ve got a few
I wish them all, the same as me,
These goodies, neath the Xmas tree
Christmas Morning by Laurie Gregory
It’s five to twelve on Christmas day,
The men are hurrying on their way.
They are off to the local for some Christmas cheer,
A whiskey and ginger, washed down with a beer.
They show off their presents as they crowd at the bar,
New hats, ties, scarves, leather gloves for the car.
There are mince pies, canapés and a large bowl of punch,
They mustn’t eat too much and spoil their lunch.
The Landlord rings time says they’d all best be going.
The crowd stumble out, surprised it’s been snowing.
With shaking of hands, slaps on the back, wishes of seasonal
cheer
They promise to meet and do this again, perhaps this time
next year!
And on that final note we, the Saffron Walden u3a
Committee, wish our members a very Merry Christmas.

